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Black Hole Sign was originally commissioned by Traverse Theatre.

WITH THANKS TO: 
Ella Appleton, Bard in the Botanics, BEYMED, Sarah Carter, 
Andy Clark, Gary Green, Hana Greer, Greg Hemphill, Jessica Hardwick,  
Kathryn Howden, Robert Jack, Eilidh Loan, Kristi McDonald,  
John Macaulay, Anna Russell Martin, National Theatre of Scotland, 
Grant O’Rourke, Gabriel Quigley, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, 
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh, Giles Smart, Star Nurses,  
Naomi Stirrat, Kirsty Stuart, Anita Vettesse, Jonathan Watson. 

The writer is indebted to the nurses she interviewed in the process 
of writing this play, and to all the actors and nurses who contributed 
invaluable feedback during the development process. 



DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Uma Nada-Rajah joined the Traverse Theatre 
as one of our Writers in Residence in 2021. 
During her time with us she shared a first idea 
that would eventually go on to become Black 
Hole Sign, a bold, complex and darkly comic 
play that brought together her two professional 
worlds – one as a practising critical care nurse 
and the other as one of Scotland’s most exciting 
playwrights. 

Since that initial idea and its subsequent commission, the play 
has been on a long creative journey, developing through 
innumerable drafts, countless developments and multiple 
readings. Throughout, Uma’s experience as a practising nurse 
has deeply informed the play and it’s this perspective, alongside 
the views of many other NHS workers interviewed as part of 
the process, that gives Black Hole Sign such a deep sense of 
authenticity and rich spirit. 

At its core Black Hole Sign is a play about Care. It’s asks why 
we should care for those around us, what it means to care for 
those in need and how, in an increasingly isolated world, we can 
ensure care (in its widest sense) remains at the heart of our 
health service.

Working with Uma to bring this story to life has been a huge 
privilege. The process has demanded rigour, openness and a 
collaborative spirit from everyone involved. The Traverse Theatre 
has long been a home for radical new voices and I’m proud that 
this production continues that tradition in collaboration with our 
brilliant partners at the Tron Theatre and National Theatre of 
Scotland.

Huge thanks to the incredible creative team, cast and 
collaborators who have poured such skill, imagination and care 
into this work. I hope we have built a world that is surreal, sharp 
and thought-provoking. One that honours Uma’s bold writing and 
the incredible character of the NHS and the people that make it. 

Gareth Nicholls,
Director
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GIVE FEEDBACK 
Let us know what you thought of Black Hole Sign by emailing 
feedback@tron.co.uk or write to Tron Theatre, 63 Trongate, 
Glasgow G1 5HB.

You can also join us online for behind-the-scenes footage, photos, 
news, gossip and updates on our social media pages:

Traverse Theatre: 
 /traversetheatre  
 @traversetheatre  
 @traversetheatre 
 @traversetheatre.bsky.social 
  traverse.co.uk

Tron Theatre: 
 /trontheatre  
 @trontheatre  
 @trontheatre  
 @trontheatre.bsky.social 
  tron.co.uk



FUNDERS
Black Hole Sign is a Tron Theatre 
Company & Traverse Theatre 
Company co-production in 
association with National Theatre 
of Scotland.

The video and/or audio recording of this performance 
by any means whatsoever is strictly prohibited.

The Tron gratefully 
acknowledges support 
from Creative Scotland, our 
corporate partners, funders, 
Patrons and Tron Champions.

Tron Theatre is a company 
limited by guarantee 
(SC77475) and a Scottish 
registered charity (SC012081).

More than ever before the 
Tron Theatre needs your 
contributions to support the 
work of our creative community, 
offer opportunities to young 
people and deliver outreach 
work in our immediate locale 
and across the city.

The National Theatre of Scotland is supported by the 
Scottish Government. 
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For ways to support your national theatre, please go to: 
nationaltheatrescotland.com/support-us

For more info on 
how to support the 
Tron Theatre visit 
tron.co.uk

For more info on 
how to support the 
Traverse Theatre visit 
traverse.co.uk

The Traverse Theatre is funded 
by Creative Scotland and The 
City of Edinburgh Council.

Traverse Theatre (Scotland) is 
a Limited Company (Registered 
Number SC076037) and a 
Scottish Charity (Registered 
Number SC002368) with 
its Registered Office at 10 
Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, EH1 2ED.

Traverse Theatre is a not-
for-profit organisation, that 
relies on the generosity of 
their Supporters to continue 
championing new stories and 
storytellers.


