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WRITER S NOTE

My sense of time has gone to the dogs.
I blame lockdown.

| was going to say: “The first play | ever saw was a one man
show - Mistero Buffo with Robbie Coltrane.” But | Googled
it. It was 1990. Which means | was sixteen. I'm pretty

sure I'd fidgeted through a couple of awful school-trip
Shakespeares by that point.

But it felt like the first. There was a line (I think!) where
Coltrane described a beggar as being “half-man, half-
bogie”. “Bogie” was a word from my world, but here it was
in a mystical story, not a panto. Funny, yeah, but there was
something else going on in that show. Depth.

It's quite a thing to encounter your own world up on a stage
- framed with meaning and complexity. It's addictive.

It's the playwright’s job to put the people and places of
their own life in a dramatic world which demands the same
respect as Shakespeare’s Kings and Queens. Even if your
people and places might seem, at first glance, humdrum
and insignificant.

Dog walkers, for instance.

My first attempt at that happened right here in this room,
exactly twenty five years ago. (There’s that shoogly sense
of time again - if asked, | would’ve said ten, eleven...).

Our Bad Magnet was my professional debut and had a set
of characters whose voices, sensibilities, losses and desires
are still what | write about to this very day. The characters
were in their teens and twenties then, they're in their forties
and fifties now.

Thank you, with all of my heart, to anyone who has come to
see any of my shows over those years and to everyone who
has given their time and talent to put them on to the stage.
And thank you for coming to Man’s Best Friend.

Douglas Maxwell
Writer
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This play was first presented as A Play, A Pie and A Pint
production at Oran Mér, Glasgow.

Special thanks to Jonathan Watson.

WITH THANKS T0:

Megan Ellis and Soup, Anna Conway and Bailey #1, Bailey #2,
Sunny, Cooper and Baxter and Richard Poet.

GIVE FEEDBACK

Let us know what you thought of Man’s Best Friend by
emailing feedback®@tron.co.uk or write to Tron Theatre,
63 Trongate, Glasgow G15HB.

You can also join us online for behind-the-scenes
footage, photos, news, gossip and updates from all
Tron Theatre shows on our social media pages:

@ /trontheatre
@trontheatre
@ @trontheatre
% @trontheatre.bsky.social

TRON.GO.UK

The video and/or audio recording of this performance
by any means whatsoever is strictly prohibited.
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GRANT ANDERSON - LIGHTING DESIGN

Grant Anderson is a Designer for Woodroffe Bassett Design,
one of the best-known and most prolific lighting design brands
operating in the world of entertainment and architecture today.

In 2024 Grant joined WBD as a full time Designer working on a
range of projects, in particular theatre, events and immersive
experiences. Prior to joining WBD, Grant worked as a freelance
Lighting Designer on various projects across a broad spectrum
of genres from theatre and music, to events, fashion and
architecture.

His comprehensive work in large, immersive lighting experiences
provides a deep understanding not only of the intricacies of
lighting design, but the technical and practical logistics of
delivering projects in all environments. Grant’s diverse skillset

is put to great use at WBD as he works across their wide range
of projects.

During his career, Grant has built an enviable portfolio of high
profile design projects, highlights include Vanity Fair Oscar Party,
Saturday Night Live 50th Anniversary, GlasGLOW, Edinburgh’s
Hogmanay Torchlight Procession, Alan Cumming’s Club Cumming
and Enchanted Forest.

ROSS COLLINS - ILLUSTRATOR

On graduating from Glasgow School of Art, Ross won the
MacMillan Prize for his first picture book. Since then he’s
illustrated over 140 books for children and written a fair few
too. Childrenin over 25 countries seem to enjoy them.

Some of the glittering awards Ross has won are the UKLA
Award, the CILIP Amnesty Honour, The Royal Mail Book Award
and several Scottish Children’s Book Awards. He has been
twice shortlisted for the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal.

The Elephantom was adapted into a critically acclaimed
play by the clever National Theatre people who made that
War Horse thing.

There’s a Bear on My Chair is an international bestseller.
The theatrical production has run to packed houses in
London’s South Bank Centre and is due to tour in 2026.

When he’s not creating children’s books he enjoys working
on character development for animation studios like Laika
and Disney, creating theatre campaigns and making a fool
of himself in front of children at festivals, schools and libraries.

Ross lives in Glasgow with a strange woman, a hairy boy
and a greedy dog.
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Special thanks to Helen Jean Miller, along-time Tron Theatre
supporter, who generously left us a gift in her will for our work

SUPPORTING THE TRON THEATRE

More than ever before we need your contributions to support the
work of our creative community, offer opportunities to young
people and deliver outreach work in our immediate locale and
across the city. You support our work every time you visit the Tron.

There are ways to get involved to suit every person and pocket:

Become a Tron Champion or buy a gift membership
for someone special

Donate online or whilst buying tickets

Choose the highest ticket price option - we don’t apply
booking fees so any additionalincome enables us to do more

Come on board as a Sponsor or a Corporate Partner

Make aregular donation to the Tron

Support the long-term future of the Tron by leaving
us a gift in your will

Earndonations for the Tron when shopping online via Easy Fundraising

For more information on how you can support the
Tron Theatre visit tron.co.uk/supporting_the_tron_theatre
or email: development@tron.co.uk
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