
4 – 13 May 2023PROGRAMME

Tron Theatre Company presents

SOME SORT OF FAIRYTALE 

BY ROSS WILLIS



 “ I AM AFRAID OF WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
TO THESE CHILDREN IF NO ONE TOOK 
THE RISK TO LOVE THEM.”
Some plays make you sit up and listen. Some plays 
demand to be staged because of an image or an idea or 
a single hyper-theatrical stage direction. Wolfie has all of 
these in spades.

Ross Willis’s play understands that love is the most 
fundamental, necessary tool we have to connect with one 
another, and that the social care system as it currently 
operates has little of it to give. Looked After Children are 
among the most vulnerable and most let down members 
of our society. A child who has experience of the care 
system is more likely to go to prison than university.  
To give the stage to twins who each have a wildly different 
experience of the care system is a radical political 
act. To give the stage to twins who speak in the fantastical, 
imaginative register of Wolfie – because it’s the only way to 
speak their histories – is a vital theatrical one.

The play demands that we imagine a woodpecker who 
whisks children away from the woods, a woman who 
tears out her own kidney, a mannequin man boyfriend 
and foetuses who speak from the womb. If we are able to 
sit in a rehearsal room or auditorium and make the most-
unstageable stage directions come to life then surely we 
can also imagine a new system, one where children are 
treated with respect, kindness and care.

Joanna Bowman 
Director
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GIVE FEEDBACK
Let us know what you thought of Wolfie at the Tron 
by emailing feedback@tron.co.uk or write to Tron Theatre,  
63 Trongate, Glasgow G1 5HB.

You can also join us online for behind-the-scenes footage, photos, 
news, gossip and updates from all our Tron Theatre shows on our 
social media networks:

 /trontheatre  
 @trontheatre  
 @trontheatre 
 tron.co.uk
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SIGNPOSTING & SUPPORT
We acknowledge that the focus on life in and after the care 
system in Wolfie and the mental health impact of this may be 
a trigger for audience members. We have compiled a list of 
Scottish organisations providing support and advice for care 
experienced young people; and of those that provide mental 
health and wellbeing support and information:

WHO CARES SCOTLAND – WHOCARESSCOTLAND.ORG
Provides independent advocacy services for care experienced young people. 
Helpline:  0330 107 7540 or  help@whocaresscotland.org

SCOTTISH THROUGHCARE AND AFTERCARE FORUM (STAF) – STAF.SCOT
Member organisation with a dedicated webpage with information on 
financial support for care leavers and care experienced young people:  

 staf.scot/financial-support-for-care-leavers

YOUNG SCOT – YOUNG.SCOT
For information on benefits, support and places to go for help 
if you’ve been in care or are a care leaver:  

 young.scot/get-informed/support-for-care-experienced

For information and support about how to look after your emotional  
well-being and mental health:  young.scot/campaigns/ayefeel

THE PROMISE SCOTLAND – THEPROMISE.SCOT
Website with information about Scotland’s promise to care 
experienced children and young people.

BARNARDOS – BARNARDOS.ORG.UK 
Charity that protects, supports and nurtures the UK’s most vulnerable  
children. 16+ provides transitional support services to young care leavers:

Glasgow:  0141 332 8580 or  16plus.glasgow@barnardos.org.uk 
Edinburgh:  0131 446 7000 or  16PlusEdinburgh@barnardos.org.uk

ABERLOUR – ABERLOUR.ORG.UK 
Charity that helps disadvantaged children and families have a brighter future.

STUDENT AWARDS AGENCY SCOTLAND (SAAS) – SAAS.GOV.UK 
Information on funding support available to care-experienced students. 

 saas.gov.uk/full-time/support-for-care-experienced-students

BREATHING SPACE SCOTLAND – BREATHINGSPACE.SCOT 
Breathing Space Scotland is a free, confidential phone service for anyone in 
Scotland over the age of 16 experiencing low mood, depression or anxiety.  

 0800 83 85 87

THE SAMARITANS – SAMARITANS.ORG 
The Samaritans offer a range of services, including a free confidential 
phoneline for anyone in emotional distress, struggling to cope or at risk 
of suicide.  

 116 123

NHS LIVING LIFE 
NHS Living Life is a free phone service for those aged 16+ experiencing 
anxiety, low mood and mild to moderate depression. Guided self-help 
and cognitive behavioural therapy.  

 0800 328 9655

SHOUT 
SHOUT is a volunteer-run, 24/7 crises text service, free on all major 
mobile networks, for anyone in crisis, anytime, anywhere.  
 Text 85258

SAMH – SAMH.ORG.UK 
SAMH provide information and support on mental health.  
Telephone support available Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm.  0344 800 0550

HEADS UP – HEADSUP.SCOT 
Website providing advice and information on mental health conditions – 
about how you can support yourself or the people you care for, and details 
of the services and range of interventions available to you.
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TO DONATE £3 TO TRON THEATRE, 
PLEASE TEXT TRON01 £3 TO 70070
(You can choose any value from £1, £2, £3, £4, £5, to £10)
Texts are charged at your mobile phone operator’s standard rate. The Tron 
will receive 100% of your donation. You must be 16 or over and please 
ask the bill payer’s permission. For full terms and conditions and more 
information, please visit: www.justgiving.com/info/terms-of-service.

You too can play an important role in the Tron Theatre’s future.  
For more information email development@tron.co.uk

Special thanks to Helen Jean Millar, a long-time Tron Theatre supporter, 
who generously left us a gift in her will for our work.
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