IT’S GOING TO BE A BUSY SEASON AT THE TRON...

SCHOOLS’ NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the 2012 Tron Participation Autumn newsletter. We have loads of exciting news, shows
and opportunities to tell you about, but first let us do a quick re-cap on all the good work Tron
Participation has completed since our last edition.

AUTUMN
2012

SKILLSHOPS SUCCESS
Skillshops sessions run in the academic year with participants working towards performances
as well as attending professional theatre productions where appropriate. Participants have the
opportunity to creatively explore using their imagination, in a safe and fun environment, developing
both artistic and social skills.
Across our Spring and Summer seasons this year, Tron Participation Skillshops groups produced
four high quality productions on the Tron’s main stage and in our Changing House studio space.
First up in March was our Young Company with performances of I was Always Behind You, a poetic,
surreal and often critical look at contemporary understandings of love, relationships and sacrifice.
This was followed in April by our S3-S6 group’s production Gifted, a devised piece following five
young people with extra-ordinary powers and the impact those powers had on their lives. The run of
shows concluded with Average Joe (S1-S2), a piece about surviving and negotiating the hierarchy
of high school and The Curse of Class 2B (P4-P7), a story about fitting in and accepting who you
are.
These productions were all well received and highlighted the talent and commitment of all our
Skillshops participants.
JOINING SKILLSHOPS
If any of your students are interested in performing or making work, then direct them towards our
website www.tron.co.uk for more information about our Skillshops sessions. Groups will be working
towards full-scale performances in our main theatre in April and June 2013. The new Skillshops
term starts on Saturday 1 September and times and prices are as follows:
FOR P1-P3
FOR P4-P7
FOR S1-S2
FOR S3-S6

Saturday 11am-12noon £55/£45
Saturday 12noon – 2pm £65/£60
Saturday 2.30pm-4.30pm £65/£60
Mondays 6.30pm-8.30pm £65/£60

GET YOUR SCHOOL INVOLVED WITH TRON PARTICIPATION
We are actively using Glow to share information and resources related to our theatre programme.
Just type ‘Tron Theatre’ in your Glow search engine to find our Glow group. Here we upload videos,
interviews, resources and much more. We encourage schools to regularly visit the group as we
update it several times a month. We see our Glow group as a way to interact and engage with
schools, so if you have a question about the theatre industry or just wish to say hello login and leave
us a comment.

Lisa Keenan
Education & Outreach Manager

Deborah McArthur
Drama Officer
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PERFORMANCES, WORKSHOPS & RESOURCES
RANDOM ACCOMPLICE PRESENTS

Sam McTannan is just a typical 15 year old, with one exception.
Sam is a Superhero! He can literally turn See-Thru when it suits
him, only today something is wrong. In Superhero comics they
would call it a blip. Sam’s powers are failing him and the people
he doesn’t want to see him start paying a little bit too much
attention.
The story of an ordinary boy with an extraordinary life. A heartbreaking, life-afﬁrming comedy about life, love and being a total
loser.
Tron Participation have been working alongside Random Accomplice to create resources linked to this show. These can be found
on the ‘Visiting Companies’ page within our Glow group.

WRITTEN + DIRECTED BY JOHNNY McKNIGHT
Note: Contains some strong language.Suitable for 14 years+

GLOW MEET
We also have a Glow Meet scheduled for Wednesday 12th
September. This will provide the opportunity to have a sneak
peek into the rehearsal room and meet the writer, director and
cast of this new production. Check the Tron’s Glow page for more
details.

MAIN AUDITORIUM
Thursday 20 September - Saturday 29 September, 7.45pm
Tickets available from the Tron Theatre Box Ofﬁce on 0141 552 4267

CATHERINE WHEELS THEATRE COMPANY
The Ballad of Pondlife McGurk is the latest production to tour to the Tron
Theatre from leading producer of theatre for children and young people
Catherine Wheels (Kes, Caged, Pobby & Dingan).
When Martin moves to a new school he feels lost in a sea of strange faces,
especially when class bully Sharon takes a dislike to him. That is until he
meets Simon McGurk and forms a friendship that not only changes Martin,
but curses Simon for the rest of his school days.
A coming of age tale about just how difficult it can be to stay true to your
friends.
‘...the tale is mesmerising...’ Mark Fisher for Northings
‘..perfect performance, perfect direction and ultimately perfect
storytelling...’John Roberts, The Public Reviews
Suitable for S1

CHANGING HOUSE
SCHOOLS TICKETS £6
Wed 24 - Sat 27 October, Wed-Fri 10.30am + 1.15pm/Sat 5pm
Tickets available from the Tron Theatre Box Ofﬁce on 0141 552 4267
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PERFORMANCES, WORKSHOPS & RESOURCES
At the Tron we have a varied programme of in-house and visiting work. As an organisation we aim to share information and resources
that will help to engage you and your students; and support their studies. Many of the performances this season deliver cross-curricular
learning and outcomes and support the new Curriculum for Excellence. We aim to give you as much information as we can to allow you
to make informed choices about the work you bring your students to see as a group; or why not encourage them to browse our
programme online (www.tron.co.uk), see what takes their fancy and attend as individuals. Seeing a wide range of theatre will benefit all
students but particularly those wishing to study theatre or the performing arts at FE level. We hope you’ll find inspiration and learning
opportunities in our other autumn season highights:

MY SHRINKING LIFE: Sat 8 - Sat 15 September, 7.45pm, £7-£15

Drama outcomes from expressive art; social well-being from health and well-being outcomes

ULYSSES: Fri 12 - Sat 27 October, 7.45pm, £7-£15

Drama outcomes from expressive arts; language outcomes.

IRON: Tues 6 - Sat 10 November, 7.45pm, £7-£15
Drama outcomes from expressive arts.

LONDON: Tues 13 - Sat 17 November, 7.45pm, £7-£15
Drama outcomes from expressive arts.

To discuss learning opportunities contact Lisa Keenan on 0141 559 5318
or visit www.tron.co.uk for full details of Autumn season.

WRITTEN BY, DIRECTED BY AND
STARRING JOHNNY McKNIGHT

TRON THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

MISTER MERLIN

A PURE MAGIC PANTO

The pantosphere is decking the halls and rocking around their Christmas
trees. Well, everywhere except one place: Dickensian Street, home of the
frightful Aganeza Scrooge, the scariest skinﬂint in the pantosphere. A
woman so tight with money she makes Fifers look generous. And
Aganeza HATES Christmas!
She hates those festive jumpers that her employee Bobby Scratchit keeps
wearing; hates that Whiny Tim who walks around everywhere with a
croquet stick; and don’t even get her started on those ghosts of panto
past, present and future that have decided to keep her awake all through
the night. A girl has got to get her sleep. Aganeza is on a quest to end
Christmas! It’s sooooo...bah humbug.
This year’s Tron panto is an all-female spin on Charles Dickens’ classic
tale ‘A Christmas Carol.’

A full panto resource pack will be available on our GLOW page from October.

WRITTEN BY ALEX NORTON

DIRECTED BY ANDY ARNOLD + DESIGNED BY KENNY MILLER
SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN AGED 6YRS+

MAIN AUDITORIUM
SCHOOLS TICKETS: £7
Friday 30 November 2012 - Saturday 5 January 2013
Daytime performance options: 10am, 1pm & 2.30pm (check with Box Ofﬁce for performance schedule)
Tickets available from the Tron Theatre Box Ofﬁce on 0141 552 4267
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OTHER RESOURCES & OPPORTUNITIES
COMING SOON....Julia Donaldson’s

RUNNING ON THE CRACKS
adapted for stage for S3+

Run. Keep running. You’re doing the right thing. Lay low.
Head down. Don’t look back. Just keep running, but whatever you do don’t tread on the cracks......
Leo’s world has been turned upside down. With her parents
gone and a creepy uncle becoming too close for comfort
she’s certainly sure of one thing...she must get out. Leo’s
on the run. She knows what she’s running from. Problem is
where is she running to?
This play is adapted from the novel of the same name by the
internationally acclaimed children’s writer Julia Donaldson.
The story tackles important issues about personal danger,
decisions, and how friendships can develop in the strangest
of situations.
Tron Participation will be providing workshops and resources
to support this production. For more information or to discuss
booking tickets for this production, contact: Deborah McArthur
on 0141 559 5310 or email deborah.mcarthur@tron.co.uk

Performances in February 2013

SET & COSTUME
DESIGN COURSE
Tron Participation is introducing a Set and Costume Design
course which is suitable for S5 and S6 pupils. Facilitated
by Kirsty McCabe, this practical course aims to introduce
participants to the role of a theatre designer.

BE A TRON THEATRE
AMBASSADOR
The new Tron Ambassadors scheme will give pupils the
chance to work alongside the Participation and Press and
Marketing teams, to make a deeper connection with the
theatre and gain a better understanding of the how the
industry works.
We already provide participatory classes in writing,
performance and theatre-making as well as set and
costume design but the Tron Ambassadors scheme is a
unique opportunity to be involved in what is happening
behind-the-scenes. As a Tron Ambassador, pupils would
have the opportunity to:
• Meet staff from all departments within the theatre
• Attend the ‘Meet and Greet’ for a new production
• Sit in on a script ‘read through’
• Work at a press night
• Learn about how to review a performance
• Enhance their CV and FE applications with relevant experience
• Share their experience online using blogs and social media

How to apply to become a Tron Ambassador:
Potential Tron Ambassadors must be passionate about
theatre and interested in finding out more about how a
venue like the Tron functions. They must also be happy
to share their experience as a Tron Ambassador with
others, so need to be up for blogging and using social
media to do this.
To be considered, pupils should submit a piece of writing
about a performance, film or concert they’ve seen. Their
submission should be no more than one side of A4 and
can be written in any style.
All submissions should be sent to:
deborah.mcarthur@tron.co.uk
Deadline for submissions: 3PM on FRI 7 SEPT 2012

Through the course participants will have an insight into the
creative process of set and costume design, exploring ideas
around colours, fabrics, tone and mood using a range of
techniques.
Wed 26th Sept – Wed 7th Nov
7- 9pm
£55/£45 (includes all materials)
To reserve your place contact the Tron Box Office
on 0141 552 4267.

The Tron Theatre Education and Outreach department offers a range of opportunities to help pupils, schools, and
teachers become more involved in and aware of the arts. As a theatre venue, we can offer a variety of workshops,
performances and theatre visits to suit all ages, abilities and budgets.
For further information on any of the events listed or to discuss future projects please contact:
Lisa Keenan, Education & Outreach Manager
T: 0141 559 5318
E: lisa.keenan@tron.co.uk

Deborah McArthur, Drama Officer
T: 0141 559 5310
E: deborah.mcarthur@tron.co.uk

